
Veterans

  

Representative DeFazio has fought to ensure that the United States makes good on the
promises that have been made to those people who have given their best years of life and
health to the defense of our nation. He has worked to ensure that veterans in his district have
access to quality health care. He was instrumental in getting the necessary funding for the
Eugene, Bandon, and Brookings veterans medical clinics, and much needed improvements to
the Roseburg VA Hospital. 

  

In addition, he has consistently fought for cost-of-living adjustments for all veterans, supported
extended G.I. educational benefits and service-connected disability benefits. The Congressman
has devoted a full-time member of his staff for the sole purpose of helping veterans who are
having trouble getting benefits from the federal government.

  

Congressman DeFazio served in the United States Air Force Reserve from June 1967 until his
honorable discharge with the rank of 2nd Lt. on March 30, 1971.

  
Recent Press Releases:
     
    -  10.21.09  DEFAZIO  ANNOUNCES SPECIAL PAYMENTS TO SERVICE MEMBERS
WHO SERVED UNDER STOP LOSS

  
    -  08.11.09 DeFazio to hold Town  Hall Meetings on Coast, Present Bronze Star for Valor
Thursday, August  13th

  
    -    08.11.09  DeFazio to hold Town  Hall Meetings on Coast, Present Bronze Star for
Valor Thursday, August  13th

    
    -      01.17.08 DeFazio Pleased With the Release of Funds for the Largest Increase in
Veterans' Health Care in History   
    -  07:31.07: Defazio Appointed to Air Force Academy Board of Visitors   
    -  06.15.07: DeFazio Votes for Historic Increase in Funding for Veterans' Services   
    -  05.23.07: DeFazio Supports Improved Veterans Benefits   
    -  05.17.07: DeFazio Votes in Favor of Annual Defense Authorization Bill   
    -  04.24.07: DeFazio Votes to Support U.S. Troops and Veterans and Bring an End to the
Iraq War   
    -  March 28, 2007: DeFazio Votes to Improve Health Care for Wounded Vets   
    -  May 19, 2006: Funding For Veterans And Troops Passes House   
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Veterans

Accomplishments:

  

    

Ø In June 2007, DeFazio was appointed by Speaker Pelosi to serve on the Air Force Academy
Board of Visitors. Six of the Board's fifteen members are appointed by the President of the
United States, four by the Speaker of the House, three by the Vice President and one each by
the Chairmen of the Senate and House Armed Services Committees. The Board discussed
diversity, discipline and academic standards at the Academy and members had the opportunity
to meet with Cadets.

  

  

Ø On May 17, 2007, DeFazio voted in favor of H.R. 1585, the fiscal year 2008 Department of
Defense Authorization Bill, legislation that sets defense policies and establishes maximum
funding levels that guide appropriators. 

  

  

H.R. 1585 includes several provisions to improve benefits for our troops and military retirees:

  

  

A 3.5% across-the-board pay raise, higher than proposed by the President, plus additional
money for targeted bonuses;
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Prohibits the TRICARE military health care and pharmacy fee increases proposed by the
President that would have shifted $1.86 billion in health care costs onto the backs of service
members and their families;

  

  

Responds to the problems found at Walter Reed and other facilities by incorporating the
provisions of the Wounded Warriors bill. The Wounded Warriors bill cuts bureaucratic red tape;
improves the transition of service members from the DOD to the VA; creates a new system of
case managers, advocates and counselors for wounded service members to monitor progress,
track cases and ensure proper care; and establishes a toll-free hotline for service personnel and
family members to report problems with care of facilities, among other provisions;

  

  

Establishes a Traumatic Brain Injury Initiative to improve prevention, identification and treatment
of this growing injury associated with the war in Iraq;

  

  

Authorizes an increase in the size of the Army by 36,000, Marines by 9,000, and the Army
National Guard by 1,300 in order to reduce the stress on existing forces.

  

  

H.R. 1585 also includes funding guidelines for critical equipment and programs:
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$4.1 billion for Mine Resistant Ambush Protected (MRAP) armored vehicles, $1.55 billion more
than requested by the President;

  

  

$1.2 billion for individual body armor;

  

  

$2.5 billion for up-armored Humvees;

  

  

$4.5 billion to fund efforts to jam and protect against roadside bombs;

  

  

$13.6 billion to fully address equipment repair and replacement needs for the Army and $8.2
billion to reset equipment for Marines; 
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$1 billion for National Guard equipment shortfalls;

  

  

Increases funding for nuclear non-proliferation programs at both the Department of Energy and
the Department of Defense;

  

  

And the bill reduces funding for questionable administration priorities:

  

  

Reduces overall funding for national missile defense by $764.2 million and blocks construction
of a third missile defense site in Eastern Europe

  

  

Reduces funding for the Reliable Replacement Warhead (RRW) program by $45 million (nearly
40%), the administration's initiative to create a new nuclear weapon

  

  

Ø On June 15, 2007, DeFazio voted in favor of H.R. 2642, the fiscal year 2008 spending bill for
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the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA). This legislation provides the largest increase in
funding for veterans' health care in the VA's 77-year history. Importantly, unlike the President's
budget, which proposed doubling the prescription drug co-payment for veterans and imposing
an annual enrollment fee of up to $750, this increased funding will not shift costs for services
onto the backs of veterans. H.R. 2642 includes $43.2 billion for the VA, $3.8 billion above the
President's request and $6.7 billion above the 2007 level. This funding will improve the delivery
of health care services to veterans, add over 1,000 new claims processors to reduce the
backlog of 400,000 disability claims, and fund new initiatives to better address post-traumatic
stress disorder (PTSD), mental health needs, polytraumas, and substance abuse among
veterans. Important initiatives include:

  

  

$28.9 billion for veterans' medical services, $1.7 billion above the President's request and $3.4
billion above the 2007 level;

  

  

$600 million to establish five Level I Polytrauma Centers and three Centers of Excellence for
Mental Health and PTSD to improve the delivery of health care services to veterans, particularly
those with multiple injuries and mental health problems;

  

  

$2.9 billion for specialty mental health care, equal to the President's request and $100 million
over the 2007 level;

  

  

$4.1 billion for VA medical facilities, $508 million above the President's request and $530 million
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above the 2007 level to address ongoing maintenance and renovation needs (the Department
estimates a maintenance backlog of over $5 billion);

  

  

$480 million for VA medical and prosthetic research, $69 million above the President's request
and $66 million above the 2007 level;

  

  

$429 million for the VA substance abuse program, $70 million above the President's request
and $72 million above the 2007 amount;

  

  

$130 million to assist homeless veterans, $23 million above the President's request and $38
million over the 2007 level;

  

  

Ø On August 6, 2007, DeFazio voted in favor of H.R. 3222, the fiscal year 2008 Department of
Defense Appropriations Act. 
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H.R. 3222 includes several provisions to improve benefits for our troops and military retirees,
such as:

  

  

A 3.5 percent across-the-board pay raise, higher than proposed by the President, plus
additional money for targeted bonuses.

  

  

$22.957 billion for the defense health program, $416 million above the President's request.
Among other things, this funding will help improve the Pentagon's electronic medical records
and foster better coordination between the DOD and the Department of Veterans Affairs. 

  

  

Blocks the $1.9 billion in fee increases proposed by the President to shift more of the cost of
health care services onto the backs of active duty and retired military personnel.

  

  

$1 million for state-of-the-art Ballistic Helmet Liner Kits for Army National Guard made by an
Oregon-based company. This funding was requested by DeFazio and other members of the
Oregon delegation.
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H.R. 3222 includes funding guidelines for critical equipment and programs, such as:

  

  

$925 million to address equipment shortfalls in the National Guard and Reserves. This amount
meets the requirements identified by the National Guard Bureau Chief.

  

  

$4 billion to cover the equipment costs of growing the Army by 7,000 new members in FY08, in
order to help relieve the burden on active duty and reserve forces.

  

  

$2 billion to cover the equipment costs of growing the Marines by 5,000 new members in FY08.

  

  

H.R. 3222 also:

  

  

Prohibits the establishment of permanent U.S. military bases in Iraq.
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Prohibits military and intelligence personnel from engaging in torture.

  

  

Increases funding for key DOD contractor oversight agencies in order to crack down on the
widespread waste, fraud, and abuse in defense contracting.

  

  

Ø On Marcy 15, 2007, DeFazio voted in favor of H.R. 1538, the Wounded Warrior Assistance
Act. This legislation was drafted in response to the deplorable conditions uncovered at Walter
Reed Army Medical Center. H.R. 1538 will:

  

  

Improve access to quality medical care for wounded service members who are outpatients at
military health care facilities;

  

  

Begin the process of restoring the integrity and efficiency of the disability evaluation system and
taking other steps to cut bureaucratic red tape;
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Improve the transition of wounded service members from the Armed Forces to the VA system;

  

  

Create a new system of case managers, advocates and counselors for wounded service
members to monitor progress, track cases and ensure proper care;

  

  

Establish a toll-free hotline for service personnel and family members to report problems with
care of facilities;

  

  

Include an amendment introduced by Rep. Darlene Hooley that ensures wounded members of
the National Guard and Reserves can receive medical care at the military treatment facility
closest to their home rather than the base they deployed from, which can be thousands of miles
from home;

  

  

Improve mental health care services; and
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Increase the reimbursement for veterans who have to travel to receive medical care.

  

  

Ø On May 23, 2007, DeFazio supported a variety of bills to assist veterans, including:

  

  

H.R. 67, the Veterans Outreach Improvement Act, legislation to establish a grant program for
the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) to provide money to states for outreach activities to
veterans and their families about benefits and programs for which they are eligible and to help
veterans apply for such benefits and programs.

  

  

H.R. 2199, the Traumatic Brain Injury (TBI) Health Enhancement and Long-Term Support Act,
legislation to establish new research centers for TBI across the country, a screening program
for veterans for TBI, a comprehensive program of long-term care for TBI rehabilitation, a TBI
Veterans Health Registry, and a pilot program of mobile VA centers to improve access to
veterans' readjustment benefits and mental health services in rural areas. These mobile centers
would also help veterans file disability claims.

  

  

H.R. 612, the Returning Servicemember VA Health Care Insurance Act, legislation to extend

 12 / 27



Veterans

from two years to five years following discharge for a veteran who served in combat during or
after the Persian Gulf War to access care through the VA. It also provides three additional years
of eligibility for veterans discharged more than five years before the enactment of this bill and
who had not been previously enrolled in the VA. This legislation is necessary to allow those with
injuries, such as post-traumatic stress disorder or traumatic brain injury, which might not be
readily apparent until years after discharge, from getting treatment for these injuries through the
VA.

  

  

H.R. 1470, legislation to expand chiropractic care to all veterans' medical centers over the next
four years.

  

  

H.R. 2239, the Early Access to Vocational Rehabilitation Benefits, legislation to extend eligibility
for Voc Rehab benefits to current members of the Armed Forces who are hospitalized or are
receiving outpatient medical care and have a disability that is likely to result in discharge.
Currently, veterans are not eligible for such services until they have actually been discharged.

  

  

Ø DeFazio is a cosponsor of H.R. 2247, the Montgomery G.I. Bill for Life. This legislation will
repeal the 10 year limit on the use of education benefits under the G.I. Bill, thus allowing
veterans to use the benefits at any time during their lifetime.
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Ø DeFazio is a cosponsor of H.R. 1211, legislation to allow members of the National Guard and
Reserve to be eligible for the MGIB after 24 months of cumulative active duty service. Under
current law, eligibility retires 24 months of "continuous" active duty service.

  

  

Ø As he has during several prior sessions of Congress, DeFazio is again a cosponsor of
several high priority bills for the veterans and military retiree communities:

  

  

H.R. 333: legislation to fully repeal the disabled veteran's tax for all veterans

  

  

H.R. 303: legislation to provide concurrent receipt to military retirees, with 20 or more years of
service, who are rated less than 50 percent disabled; eliminate the 10-year phase-in for retirees
rated less than 100 percent; allow individuals who were forced into retirement under the
Temporary Early Retirement Authority to apply for Combat-Related Special Compensation
(CRSC).

  

  

H.R. 89:  legislation that authorizes monthly combat-related special compensation pay to any
military retiree who is entitled to retired pay and has a combat-related disability. (Currently, a
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retiree must meet those requirements and also have completed at least 20 years of
retirement-creditable military service.)

  

  

H.R. 1222: legislation to open up the Federal Employees Health Benefit Plan (FEHBP) to
military retirees. DeFazio believes military retirees deserve the same health care benefits
available to Members of Congress. This legislation would provide that security. Opening up the
FEHBP is important since many Oregonians have trouble finding a provider who will accept
TRICARE because of low reimbursement rates and burdensome regulations.

  

  

H.R. 579: legislation to prohibit the Pentagon from unilaterally increasing the out-of-pocket costs
for military retirees seeking health care. The President has repeatedly proposed to increase
co-payments and establish a new annual fee for certain military retirees to participate in
TRICARE.

  

  

H.R. 2514: legislation to make veterans health care spending a mandatory part of the federal
budget, with automatic increases tied to the number of veterans eligible for care.

  

  

H.R. 1927: legislation to eliminate the existing Dependency and Indemnity Compensation offset
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to the Survivor Benefit Plan (SBP) and the current 30-year paid-up SBP coverage
implementation date from October 1, 2008 to October 1, 2007.

  

  

Ø DeFazio was a cosponsor of H.R. 463, legislation to overturn a Bush administration decision
to prohibit Priory 8 veterans from enrolling in the VA health care system. Priority 8 veterans are
those with non-service connected conditions and income above a certain threshold (roughly
$45,000 for a family of four in Oregon, or $30,000 for a veteran plus one).

  

  

Ø DeFazio was a cosponsor of H.Res. 111, bipartisan legislation to establish a Select
Committee on POW and MIA Affairs in Congress to help resolve once and for all the status of
troops who have not come home from various wars.

  

  

Ø DeFazio was a cosponsor of H.R. 690, legislation to lower the retirement age for members of
the National Guard and Reserve from 60 to 55.

  

  

 Ø DeFazio was a cosponsor of H.R. 718, legislation to make the head of the National Guard a
member of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, to ensure the interests of the National Guard are more fully
considered in military debates over budgets and policies.
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---------------------------------------------------

  

In the 109th Congress (2005-2006)

  

  

OUR VETERANS

  

    
    

Ø DeFazio continued his long-standing fight for adequate funding for veterans programs. In
February 2005, President Bush submitted a budget for the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA)
that fell $2.6 billion below the level national veterans organizations said was necessary. Further,
the President=s budget would have required veterans to pay more out-of-pocket for care and
eliminated eligibility for some veterans all together. In response, DeFazio joined colleagues in
writing to Speaker Hastert in March 2005 urging that the House drafted budget reject the
President=s inadequate funding level. And, when the House considered H.R. 2528 on May 26,
2005, DeFazio supported an amendment by Rep. Obey (D-WI) to reduce the tax cut for
millionaires in 2006 from $140,000 to $129,000 in order to add $2.6 billion to the VA budget.
The amendment DeFazio supported would have provided $1.5 billion more for veterans medical
care; $300 million to improve VA medical facilities; $67 million more for veterans medical
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research, including prosthetics research; $201 million more for medical clinics and long-term
care facilities; and $537 million more for administrative functions to speed the processing of
veterans claims. This amendment was defeated on a procedural motion.

  

  

Ø In June 2005, the Bush administration finally admitted that the VA faced a financial shortfall of
at least $1 billion in 2005 and $2.6 billion in 2006, just as DeFazio and others argued months
earlier. DeFazio joined dozens of colleagues in writing to President Bush in late June 2005
urging him to submit a supplemental appropriations request for the VA to Congress. An
additional $1.2 billion for veterans health care in 2005 was added to H.R. 2528, and funding for
2006 was increased by $2.6 billion in H.R. 2528. The bill also rejected the President=s proposal
to increase out-of-pocket costs and rejected his proposal to prohibit Category 8 veterans from
using VA health care facilities. H.R. 2528, which DeFazio voted in favor of, was signed into law
on November 30, 2005.

  

  

Ø For fiscal year 2007, the president's budget again fell far short - $1.2 billion - of the level
veterans' organizations say is necessary for VA health care. His budget also under-funds
medical and prosthetics research, VA construction programs, and claims processing. The
president also once again proposed a $250 annual enrollment fee for some veterans, and
proposed to double the prescription drug co-payment as well from $8 to $15 for a 30-day
supply. In total, the president proposed to shift $2.6 billion over 5 years onto veterans and their
families. The fee increases are expected to force nearly 200,000 veterans out of the VA system.
DeFazio voted in favor of H.R. 5385, the legislation to fund the VA for 2007. H.R. 5385 blocked
the fee increases proposed by the president. It also increased funding for health care by 12
percent. And, DeFazio supported an amendment to boost the funding levels for veterans in H.R.
5385 by an additional $1.8 billion. These increases would be funded by reducing the tax cut for
millionaires in 2007 by $5,000, leaving them with a more than generous tax cut of $109,000.
Regrettably, Republican leaders defeated this common-sense amendment. 
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Ø To permanently address these persistent funding shortfalls, DeFazio is a cosponsor of H.R.
515, the Assured Funding For Veterans Health Care Act. H.R. 515 would end the annual
ramping up or down of this vital funding by making veterans health care spending a mandatory
part of the federal budget with increases automatically provided based on the number of
veterans eligible for care.

  

    
    

Ø In response to the theft of a VA laptop that contained personal information on 26 million
veterans, DeFazio cosponsored H.R. 5455, the Veterans Identity Protection Act, would provide
three years of credit protection, with one year of free credit monitoring followed by free credit
reports once a year for two years. DeFazio also cosponsor of H.R. 5588, the Comprehensive
Veterans' Data Protection and Identity Theft Prevention Act. Besides the credit monitoring and
credit report protections offered in H.R. 5455, this legislation requires notification to victims in
the event of a data breach, allows veterans to freeze their credit for at least one year to limit the
ability of anyone to open new lines of credit, and allows veterans to place a fraud alert in their
credit record to notify credit agencies that the individual has personal information that has been
compromised and could be subject to identity theft. 

  

  

Ø DeFazio took the lead on the House side in fighting a VA proposal to investigate 70,000+
veterans who are rated 100% disabled due to post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD). The VA
review could have resulted in benefit cuts for thousands of veterans. DeFazio drafted a letter
dated October 14, 2005, signed by 50 of his colleagues to the Chairman and Ranking Members
of the VA subcommittee of the House Appropriations Committee urging the Committee to adopt
a Senate provision to block the VA investigation. In response to pressure from Congress and
veterans, the VA announced in November 2005 that its review would be canceled. 
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Ø In his budget, the president also proposed to double TRICARE premiums for senior enlisted
retirees and triple them for officer retirees by 2009. Drug co-payments would also increase. The
president's plan would shift $2.4 billion onto retirees. The fee increases of more than $1,000
could drive more than 144,000 retirees out of TRICARE. DeFazio cosponsored bipartisan
legislation, H.R. 4949, to block the Pentagon's proposal. DeFazio also voted in favor of H.R.
5122, the fiscal year 2007 Department of Defense Authorization Act, which contained provisions
to block the fee increases. The final version of H.R. 5122 was approved by the House on
September 29, 2006 and the Senate the following day. 

  

  

Ø DeFazio has been a long-time proponent of repealing the Adisabled veterans tax,@ which is
the prohibition in current law for some veterans to receive both their full disability and their full
retirement pay. Although Congress has approved some changes over the last couple of years to
reduce the number of veterans impacted by this tax, DeFazio supports legislation to repeal the
disabled veterans tax immediately for all veterans. DeFazio is a cosponsor of:

  

  

H.R. 303, legislation to provide concurrent receipt of disability and retirement pay to military
retirees with 20 or more years of service who are rated less than 50% disabled; eliminate the
10-year phase in for retirees rate less than 100%; and allow individuals who were forced into
early retirement under the Temporary Early Retirement Authority to apply for Combat-Related
Special Compensation;

  

  

H.R. 2076, legislation to provide full concurrent receipt to disabled retirees with a disability
rating of less than 100%, but with what the VA terms AIndividual Unemployability@ rating of
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100%; and,

  

  

H.R. 1366, legislation to expand CRSC to combat-disabled military retirees who were retired on
disability before reaching 20 years of service.

  

  

Ø When House Veterans Affairs Committee Chairman Steve Buyer (R-IN) unilaterally
announced his plan to cancel the annual joint House-Senate hearing at which veterans
organizations like the American Legion and VFW testified on VA budget issues, DeFazio joined
dozens of colleagues in writing to Speaker Hastert on November 14, 2005, urging him to
reinstate the annual hearing.

    
    

  

Ø DeFazio is again a cosponsor of H.R. 602, the Keep Our Promise to Military Retirees Act.
This legislation would provide military retirees with access to the same health care system
available to Members of Congress.

  

  

Ø DeFazio is a cosponsor of H.R. 968, legislation to move up the current 30-year paid-up
Survivors Benefit Plan (SBP) coverage implementation date from October 1, 2008, to October
1, 2005. While this legislation was incorporated into the Senate version of H.R. 1815, the fiscal
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year 2006 Department of Defense Authorization Act. The Republican leadership in Congress
removed it from the final version of the bill.

  

  

Ø DeFazio is a cosponsor of H.R. 808, to repeal the unfair offset and allow a surviving military
spouse to receive full benefits under both the SBP and Dependency and Indemnity
Compensation.

  

  

Ø DeFazio joined dozens of colleagues in writing to House Armed Services Committee
Chairman Duncan Hunter on May 17, 2005, in support of including the provisions from H.R.
808, H.R. 968, and H.R. 303 in the final version of H.R. 1815, the DOD Authorization bill.
Unfortunately, none of these bills were included.

  

  

Ø Under current law, state veterans mortgage programs, such as the one in Oregon, can only
issue tax-exempt bonds to veterans who served before 1976. DeFazio is a cosponsor of H.R.
2952, a bipartisan bill to eliminate this arbitrary cutoff and allow veterans of more recent
conflicts to be eligible for homeowners assistance.

  

  

Ø DeFazio is a cosponsor of H.R. 4025, the Disabled Veterans Fairness Act, which would
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increase the mileage reimbursement disabled veterans can receive when traveling to VA
facilities for care from 11 cents per mile to 48.5 cents, the same reimbursement level federal
employees receive.

  

  

Ø DeFazio is a cosponsor of H.R. 1188, legislation to provide disabled veterans with access to
space-available travel on military airplanes and access to military commissaries.

  

  

Ø DeFazio is a cosponsor of H.R. 1352, the Veterans Employment and Respect Act, which
would extend the Work Opportunity Tax Credit to employers who hire veterans and/or their
dependents. 

  

  

Ø DeFazio is a cosponsor of H.R. 2060, legislation that exempts members of the National
Guard and Reserve who are called to active duty for more than 60 days from the recently
enacted punitive reforms to bankruptcy laws.
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--------------------------------------------

  

In the 108th Congress (2003-2004):

  

  

VETERANS

  

  

Ø DeFazio has been a vocal supporter of increased funding for veterans programs. He voted
against the House Republican budget, which largely mirrored the budget submitted by President
Bush, because of inadequate funding for veterans. 

  

  

The budget proposed by President Bush in February did not adequately provide for veterans
needs. It included only a 1.8% increase in veterans medical spending. That increase barely
keeps pace with inflation and current services. The funding level would certainly not allow for
improved services or adequate care for an increasing number of veterans, including those
returning from Iraq and Afghanistan. Bush also proposed to double the prescription drug
co‑payment to $15 and impose a $250 annual enrollment fee on Category 7 and 8 veterans.
The VFW Commander-in-Chief issued a scathing press release in opposition to the President's
budget. He called the budget "a disgrace and a sham," and said, "it is further evident that
veterans are no longer a priority with this administration."
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The House Republicans did not significantly improve on the President's inadequate budget for
veterans when drafting their own budget resolution. The Republican budget provided $1.3 billion
less for veterans programs in 2005 than what the House Committee on Veterans Affairs
recommended on a bipartisan basis. It provided $2 billion less for veterans programs than what
veterans themselves requested in their Independent Budget proposal, which is why DeFazio
voted against it. Veterans' organizations, including Veterans of Foreign Wars, Disabled
American Veterans, AMVETS, and the Paralyzed Veterans of America have called the
Republican budget "half‑hearted" and "ill‑advised". They urged a vote against it and said the
Republican budget "would be a disservice to those men and women who have served this
country and who are currently serving in Iraq, Afghanistan, and around the world in our fight
against terrorism."

  

  

Ø In June 2004, DeFazio voted in favor of a budget amendment by Representative David Obey
(D-WI), H.Res. 685. The Obey amendment would have added $1.3 billion for veterans' health
care. The amendment was defeated 184-230.

  

  

Ø As he has in previous Congresses, DeFazio actively supported one of the top priorities of
veterans activists: repealing the VA disability compensation offset. Despite the fact that a
veteran may earn both military retired pay and VA disability compensation, current law requires
that military retired pay be reduced by the amount of any disability compensation received.
DeFazio cosponsored legislation, H.R. 303, to repeal this offset. He also signed a discharge
petition that would force the House Republican leadership to schedule a vote on the bill. A
discharge petition needs 218 signatures to force a vote. This discharge petition currently has
204 signatures.
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Ø DeFazio has long fought for increased funding for veterans health care. To permanently
address these persistent funding shortfalls, DeFazio is a cosponsor of H.R. 2318, the Assured
Funding For Veterans Health Care Act.  H.R. 2318 would end the annual ramping up or down of
this vital funding by making veterans health care spending a mandatory part of the federal
budget with increases automatically provided based on the number of veterans eligible for care.

  

  

Ø DeFazio continued to be an advocate for improving benefits to the survivors of deceased
military retirees. Under current law, when a widow or widower who is receiving money under the
Survivor's Benefit Plan turns 62, a Social Security offset reduces benefits from 55 percent to 35
percent of the spouse's military retiree pay. DeFazio is a cosponsor of two bills (H.R. 548 and
H.R. 3763, which phases in repeal of the offset more slowly to keep the cost down) to increase
the SBP to 55 percent of retired pay. DeFazio has also signed the discharge petition to force a
vote on the House floor on H.R. 548. Thankfully, improvements to the SBP were included in the
House version of the FY05 DOD Authorization Act (H.R. 4200). DeFazio voted in favor of the
bill. H.R. 4200 phases in an increase in the SBP back to 55 percent over the next four years.

  

  

Ø DeFazio was a leading advocate for protecting VA facilities in the Northwest from closure.
The Bush Administration created the Capital Assets Realignment for Enhanced Services
Commission (CARES Commission). Early drafts of the CARES report indicated that at least
three VA facilities in the Northwest, including the White City domiciliary, could be targeted for
closure. DeFazio wrote to VA Secretary Principi and the CARES Commission in opposition to
the closure of facilities in the Northwest. DeFazio also cosponsored legislation, H.R 2808 that
would give Congress the right to veto decisions by the CARES Commission and the VA
Secretary to close facilities. The CARES Commission ultimately agreed and did not recommend
closing these facilities.
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Veterans

    
    

Ø As he has in past Congresses, DeFazio also cosponsored legislation that was the top priority
of military retirees, H.R. 3474, the Keep Our Promises to Military Retirees. This legislation
would allow military retirees to qualify for the Federal Employees Health Benefit Plan, which is
the same health care available to Members of Congress.
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